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ñChallenges to the Comics Code Authorityò and 

a Glimpse into the Libraryôs Comic Arts 

Collection

.ǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ tǊƛƴǘǎ ϧ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛon 
with the Swann Foundation for Caricature and Cartoon



Prints and Photographs Division holds multiple collections of original art for comics 
within its holdings of an estimated 129,000 original cartoon drawings and prints, 
including: 

ÅSwann Collection of Caricature and Cartoon
Å400+ records for comic strips; 20+ comic book page drawings

ÅCartoon Drawings 
Å400+ records for comic strips; 50+ records for comic book page drawings

ÅWood Collection of Cartoon and Caricature Drawings 
Å200+ digitized comic strips to date

Serials & Government Publications Division holds the largest publicly accessible 
collection of comic booksin the United States: over 12,000 titles in all, totaling 
more than 140,000 issues.(Completing a Comic Book Request formis required for 
use of the collection.)

Comic Arts Collections at the Library of Congress

CǊƻƳ ά/ƻƳƛŎ !Ǌǘέ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ press release, 2019

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/swa/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/acd/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?q=wood%20collection%20of%20cartoon
https://www.loc.gov/rr/news/comics.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/news/faqs/per/comic.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-19-089/new-exhibition-comic-art-120-years-of-panels-and-pages-explores-comics-from-early-newspapers-to-famous-characters/2019-09-12/


Selected Library of Congress exhibitions online that feature comics: 
ÅComic Art: 120 Years of Panels and Pages
ÅDrawn to Purpose: American Women Illustrators and Cartoonists
ÅCartoon America[Selections from the Art Wood Collection]

Other Library of Congress freely accessible digital collections containing comics: 
ÅWebcomicsWeb Archive 
ÅFocuses specifically on comics created for the web.

ÅChronicling America
ÅGives access to millions of pages of historic American public domain newspapers. More 

than 2,100 titles, published in 40 states and territories and the District of Columbia. 
ÅTry search terms: comic, comic strips, funnies, commix, comic books. You might also 

consider searching for particular cartoonists, by name.

Å *Coming soon*LibGuideςCaricature and Cartoon: A Resource Guide

Related Resources on the Libraryôs Website

https://loc.gov/exhibitions/comic-art/about-this-exhibition/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/drawn-to-purpose/about-this-exhibition/
https://loc.gov/exhibits/cartoonamerica/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/webcomics-web-archive/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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Dr. Fredric Wertham
Å March 20, 1895 ςNovember 18, 1981

Å Founded LafargueClinic in Harlem, NY in 
1946

Å Supported in this by Richard Wright and 
Ralph Ellison

Å Testified with Hilde Mosse(also of the 
LafargueClinic) about the effects of 
segregation in Wilmington, Delaware

Å This case was combined with Brown v. 
Board of Education

Å Primarily known for Seduction of the 
Innocentand his testimony at the Senate 
Subcommittee on Juvenile Delinquency 
hearings in 1954

Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, NYWT&S Collection, LC-USZ62-135434



Seduction of the 
Innocent

Å Published in April 1954

Å !ǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƻƴŘŜǊ ²ƻƳŀƴ άƛǎ ŀ 
frightening figure for boys, [and] she is an 
undesirable ideal for girls, being the exact 
opposite of what girls are supposed to 
want to beΦέ όǇƎΦ ооύ

Å Argued, ά/ƻƳƛŎ ōƻƻƪǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎŜȄ ŦŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
all kindsΦέ όǇƎΦ мурύ

Å Said that .ŀǘƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ wƻōƛƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ 
.ǊǳŎŜ ²ŀȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŎƪ DǊŀȅǎƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ άƭƛƪŜ 
a wish dream of two homosexuals living 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ όǇƎΦ мфлύ

Å Analyzed advertisements in comics for zip 
guns, knives, and diet pills (pg. 199-201)



Senate Subcommittee 
on Juvenile 
Delinquency

Å Met on April 21, 22, and June 4, 1954

Å Fredric ²ŜǊǘƘŀƳΩǎtestimony reiterated 
many points from Seduction of the 
Innocent

Å William Gaines, publisher of EC Comics, 
tried to defend the content of horror 
comics as appropriate to the horror 
genre, but his testimony received 
unfavorable reactions in the press

Å Senator Estes Kefauver warned the comic 
ōƻƻƪ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ άany action on the part of 
the publishers of crime and horror comic 
books, or upon the part of distributors, 
wholesalers, or dealers with reference to 
these materials which will tend to 
eliminate from production and sale, shall 
receive the acclaim of my colleagues and 
ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦέ

Senator Hendrickson with a display of comic books during the Senate Subcommittee on Juvenile 
Delinquency hearings, April 1954. (TIME Magazine)



The Comics Code 
Authority

Å Formed in 1954

Å Banned excessive violence

Å Could not show sympathy with 
criminals

Å Banned horror and gore

Å [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŎǊƛƳŜέ 
on comic book covers

Å Strict limits on depiction of sexuality

Å Banned profanity

Å Controlled what types of products 
may be advertised



Health, Education, & 
Welfare

Å Michael F. White, the Assistant to the 
Director, Office of Communications, for 
Narcotic Addiction and Drug Abuse 
Information, asked Stan Lee to help warn 
of the danger of drug use

Å Stan Lee decided to incorporate that into 
the ongoing Amazing Spider-Man as a 
major plot point rather than produce a 
special promotional comic book

Michael F. White, Letter to Stan Lee, October 8, 1970, Box 12, 
Folder 1, Stan Lee Papers, Collection Number 8302, American 
Heritage Center, University of Wyoming.



Amazing Spider-Man
nos. 96-98

Å May ςJune 1971

Å None of these three issues received Code 
approval

Å At this time, Marvel typically placed 
the Code seal of approval next to 
ǘƘŜ άbέ ƛƴ {ǇƛŘŜǊ-Man.

© Marvel Entertainment Group


